A World of Learning Together

This is the first of our halftermly newsletters and I do hope you enjoy reading about what our
pupils have been doing over what has been quite a long half-term.

This is also the end of my first half-term as the Head of Clifton and there are a few things that I

would like to mention.

I have been very impressed by the way children have settled into their new classes and have got
down to work. The children’s behaviour is good with only a few times when behaviour has not matched our
: high expectation. Thank you to those parents who we have had to see as a result of behaviour issues — you have been

| very supportive.

: It is also clear to me what a committed, enthusiastic and hard-working staff we have at Clifton and it is a real pleasure

| to have joined it.

|
| The work of the staff and the support and co-operation of parents is what really counts when it comes to our children
| feeling happy, being safe and learning well.

: I would particularly like to thank all parents for your support in making our new arrangements at the beginning of the

| day work so well. I have spoken to a number of parents in the playground to answer questions and queries and we as a
: staff feel these arrangements are now working well. Indeed, a number of parents are commenting on how they enjoy

| seeing the whole school community out in the playground at the beginning of the day. Obviously if any of you have any
| further questions, please come and find me in the playground as I am often out and about.

|

| Thank you again and have an enjoyable break. I look forward to working with you next half term.
|
I Nick Lambert

I Headteacher
|
|
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In Reception this halfterm, we have been learning our school rules and routines. We have also been making new :
friends, learning to share and helping each other. We have been reading and listening to lots of different stories |

|

‘/ﬁ __f»”’ 1 including “The Hungry Caterpillar. In English we changed the story and made up a
f .- o™ ~  new one of our own. In Maths, we have been learning to recognise numbers and

| count. We have really enjoyed having our parents join us for our Insplré workshop about early reading. We have ended
| the halfterm with a trip to the Sea Life Centre to learn all about the wonderful creatures of the sea.

Year 1 have had a fantastic halfterm. The children have all settled in to their new classrooms with

\ their new teachers extremely well. We have been learning all about The Three Little Pigs. We
8l re-told the story and then we changed the story to The Three Little Sheep. In Maths, we have
| been learning all about numbers to 10 and shapes. We really enjoyed our Maths Adventure
Walk — we walked around our local area and hunted for shapes, colours and numbers. We
have learned lots about different materials such as fabric, plastic, metal and glass. We even

made scarves for our teddies!

the: children reviewed their 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tabl;
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Year 3 1y Year 4

1
: In Maths, we have been learning about number | : In English lessons, we read a book called ‘The Lost Happy Endings’ by Carol Ann Duffy. From
| sense and exploring calculation strategies, place 1 | this the children wrote their own losing tales. We also studied an interesting nonfiction text
| value and addition and subtraction. We will V1 about the human body. We wrote our own non-chronological reports based firstly on the
I continue this after the halfterm break. : ! rainforest, then on our own interests. Finally, we leamt about poetry by Kit Wright and wrote

|  Poems about giving gifts (both good and bad!).

|
I In English, we read a fiction text, ‘The Princess
1

| and the White Bear King’ by Tanya Robyn Bait.

In Science this term, we have been studying states of matter. This has
involved identifying the properties of solids, liquids and gases. We

I In this wishing tale where the princess wishes for a : 4
| crown, We also read a non- fiction text about 1 ‘x

have also spent time observing the properties of gases through

| David Cox who is a famous artist from 1y practical experiments. Finally, we learnt about

: Birmingham. This linked nicely with our IPC topic | | evaporation and condensation and their role in
I of ‘Painting, Portraits and Famous People.’ N

I In Science, we learnt about how our gardens 1

the water cycle.

In Maths, we consolidated our knowledge of
{ grow. This involved labelling the parts of the plant | | place value. We then learnt about addition and subtraction. We

) and understanding their individual functions. We 1 | focussed on finding and using the most efficient methods using known
| then moved on to learning about the life cycle of a 1y facts. We learnt how to use the formal written method for solving

| tree, the production of a fruit and pollination. I addition and subtraction. At the end of this term we started our multiplication and
| In 1PC we fearned about Painting, Portraits and 1 division unit. We have studied the mental methods to solve problems, as well as known and
| ; 1y unknown facts. We are looking forward to learning more about the formal written methods

| Famous People’, looking at different styles of
| | after halfterm.

paintings and

1
landscapes. We also | I Our IPC topic at the moment is ‘Saving the World'. We have learnt about rainforest animals,

§ had a trip to ¥ locations of rainforests and threats to the rainforest. We have also created our own rainforests

and Art Gallery which | | dance lessons.

was great fun! I
it ot f 1y We were very lucky to go on a trip to Ackers Adventure Centre. This allowed us to invest

1 | some time in team building and develop our health and wellbeing. For a lot of the children, it
1 | was an opportunity to partake in activities that they have never done before such as skiing
I | and archery.
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Birmingham Museum | pin the classroom and recreated the sounds and movements of the rainforest in our music and :
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Aimdanon this tem B0 I} We wish you a well-deserved break
| This is a really good start to the year. Let’s keep it | 1
: up! I and we look forward to
Iy

| in order to learn.

j attainment and it is important that they are at school : !
Tuesday 6th November.
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:Please remember that attendance is key to your child’s | | SCEiﬂ.g you all ﬂgaiﬂ. on |
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