
Sky Room 

Sky have had a really successful return to school and have worked 

really hard.  In English, we have looked at a range of fiction and    

non-fiction texts about animals- this links to our IPC topic 

‘Rainforests’.  In Maths, the children have worked hard to measure 

length and weight, using a variety of practical methods.  

 

We’ve had great fun with our ‘Rainforest’ topic, including painting 

our faces like rainforest tribes, designing (and drinking!) our own 

Forest Cocktails, drawing plants and animals and, most             

importantly, trying to understand how we can save the rainforests 

for future generations.  

 

Sky are active everyday by doing regular physical activity inside and outside the classroom, including completing our 

first ever ‘seated workout.’  In PE, we have loved playing Boccia and developing our movement skills.  

 

Sky have also made sure we’ve looked after our mental health and wellbeing, studying our feelings in PSHE and    

English and really enjoying our ‘Wellbeing Wednesdays.’  

 

 

Sky will be trialling the school’s new     

activity tracker over the next three 

weeks, and we can’t wait to see the 

results. KEEP ACTIVE, everyone!  

Year 6 

The text Year 6 have been exploring this term, ‘The London Eye Mystery’ by 

Siobhan Dowd, has been centred on the city of London. The two 

main characters investigate a mysterious disappearance on the London Eye in 

a desperate attempt to find Salim.  Year 6 have enjoyed reading this story and 

will have completed four different genres of writing linked to this text.    

 

We have started a revision programme in Maths, revisiting some tricky areas 

that were covered in remote learning to ensure a thorough understanding of 

the new concepts. All classes have been excelling and responding well to 

these extremely engaging lessons.   

 

Our IPC and Science lessons have merged to form our new topic – Science 

Investigators. The children have carried out a range of observations and 

experiments in order to find the culprit of a serious crime at Winterbourne 

Manor. After fingerprint analysis, they were able to have sufficient evidence 

in order to charge a suspect with the crime. All children showed fantastic 

detective skills throughout the topic.   

 

Wednesday well-being afternoons have also been a highlight this term for Year 6. 

We have been creating friendship bands, making healthy fruit snacks, cultivating a garden area and having 

afternoon tea parties.   

 

 

We wish you a well-deserved break and we look                         

forward to seeing you all again on  

Monday 19th April 
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Message from the Headteacher 

As you will read many times in this newsletter, staff have really loved welcoming children back to 

school and are very proud of the way they have settled back into school after learning remotely for 

so long. 

You will also read how much teachers at Clifton are prioritising learning so that children make up 

for lost time as effectively as they can. We are also very aware of the importance of pupils’       

well-being, now more than ever, so we are pleased that our ‘Wednesday well-being’ activities 

are going down well. As you can see, these include being creative with art, expressing feelings in 

different ways, and making friendship bands. We intend to continue with these well-being      

activities during the summer term. 

The summer term will also see the return of some after-school clubs, using external providers and keeping bubbles separate. 

At some point next term, we will also try to start up our breakfast club, although this will have to be for a much smaller      

number of pupils. I will let you know more about both of these straight after the Easter holidays. 

Next term we will also be tightening up on the wearing of school uniform, we would like everyone to be coming to school 

looking as smart as they can, ready for learning. This will include a PE kit and we will be carrying on with children coming to 

school in PE kit on the days they are doing PE. Please look at the website (home page/key information/uniform) for more 

details on school uniform. 

We are pleased with the way parents and carers are doing their best to follow the measures we have put in place in school, 

thank you. Please make sure that you carry on following national guidelines over the holidays, as this will make the start of 

next term safer for everyone. If you do need to tell us about a positive test result or symptoms, you can do this by contacting 

us on the enquiry email address—enquiry@cliftonprimary.bham.sch.uk     

It has been a challenging term in many ways but we have ended it very well, with children back in school and happy to 

continue their learning. This is due not only to the work of staff and pupils, but also to the support and understanding shown 

by all parents and carers, for which I am very grateful. 

Thank you and I wish you a restful break. I look forward to seeing you when term starts on Monday 19th April. 

Nursery 

Nursery have loved their topic about growing and changing this half term. We have read lots of   

stories about dinosaurs and learned the names of our favourite ones.  We explored dinosaur egg 

fossils made out of baking soda and used vinegar to dissolve the eggs. The children used lots of new 

vocabulary to describe what happened to the egg as it dissolved.   

We have been working on recognising our own names and forming letters. When we made    

Mother’s Day cards, the children were fantastic at finding their own name card and then           

enthusiastically had a go at copying their name.   

We have begun to learn about Easter and the children have shown 

lots of interest in how other people celebrate. They have especially 

enjoyed creating Easter chicks out of playdough and painting 

eggs.   

The weather is now warmer, and the children have begun to show interest in plants and 

flowers that they have seen in the environment. We have planted beans, sunflowers and salad 

leaves, and we have already begun to see some green shoots appearing! We will soon have 

new planters in the Nursery garden, so we can plant even more seeds. The children have    

begun to prepare the garden by filling plant pots for our seedlings and watering the plants so 

they grow.   



 

Year 3 

Year Three have made an excellent return to 

their learning this half term and have once 

again shown us just how resilient they are.  

In English, we have been focusing on following 

and creating our own instructions. We even 

had a go at making our own chocolate cakes 

and then wrote up some amazing recipes to 

go with them. In Maths, we’ve been having a 

big push on learning our 2-, 4- and 8-

times tables. We really believe that good   

number knowledge is at the heart of our   

learning. We have also spent some time     

looking at fractions in a hands-on way. We will 

continue this after half term.   

In Science, we have become rock experts, 

and the children had a great time learning 

about how fossils are formed and even made 

their very own ones to take home. Some were 

very delicate, so we hope that they made it 

home in one piece!  

In IPC, we have continued to learn about 

chocolate but have been learning the skills of 

debating. We have been looking at the     

question, ‘Should chocolate be allowed in 

schools?’. What do you think? Our pupils have 

been developing some really good ideas 

around this.  

The wellbeing of our pupils has been really  

important to us, and we have been teaching 

the pupils lots of different ways to express their 

feelings and know how to look after their own 

mental health. This will continue after the    

holidays.  

Year 4 

It has been wonderful 

to see how well all the 

children have settled 

into school.  The Year 4 

teachers are really  

impressed with the way 

the children have    

embraced the new 

half term.  

 

In English, we have 

been going on an   

incredible journey of 

determination and  

discovery. The children have been enjoying the adventures of Lila in the 

story 'The Firework Maker's Daughter' by Phillip Pullman. We have          

analysed characters and explored the rich vocabulary in the text. The 

children have used their inference skills to examine a character's actions, 

feelings and the key events. They have also written brilliant letters and 

innovated their own versions of the story.   

 

In Maths, we have concentrated on securing our knowledge and        

understanding of fractions. The children have learnt how to find         

equivalent fractions, add fractions and subtract fractions. Year 4 have 

also been revising their arithmetic skills.  

  

Our IPC lessons have been full of history and geography. We have been 

learning about the layers of the Earth, volcanoes and earthquakes. We 

have created a 3D model of a volcano and an earthquake proof      

building.  

  

In Science, we have explored and            

described different sounds. We have      

carried out many investigations; how 

sounds travel, how we can vary the volume 

of sounds and how to change the pitch of 

a note.  

 

Boccia is a game of attack, defence and 

teamwork, and Year 4 have really enjoyed 

playing their new and inclusive PE unit!  

Year 4 have also been enjoying Wellbeing 

Wednesday, where they have 

been spending the afternoon being     

creative with art.  

Year 5 

Year 5 have made a great start to their return to learning and have shown enthusiasm throughout.   

In Maths, we have completed our fractions unit. We have learned lots about equivalent fractions, 

adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators and finding fractions of amounts.   

 

In English, Year 5 started their new text ‘Varjak Paw’ by S.F. Said which they have thoroughly      

enjoyed reading and exploring. We have discussed key words in context and how it impacts the 

reading. Year 5 have been brushing up on their spelling, punctuation and grammar skills. 

 

In Science and IPC, we have been exploring our new unit 

‘Our Place in Space’. Year 5 have loved learning about 

the solar system and learning many new facts. At the start 

of the unit, Year 5 had many questions such as ‘How do we have day and 

night?’, ‘Why do we have seasons?’ and ‘Where is the moon?’ They can 

now answer these questions with much more confidence.   

 

Year 5 also loved creating their IPC display by designing the planets in the solar    

system and writing facts to match them. It has been a very successful unit! 

Year 1 

The Year One team are very proud of how well the children have settled back into school after learning remotely for so 

long. The teachers have been especially pleased with the enthusiasm the children have shown on returning to school 

and how they have engaged so well with their learning.   

In English, the children have learned poetry. They have listened to and performed ‘Ladybird, Ladybird Fly Away Home’ to 

their class. The children have responded to this poem by talking about what this poem makes them think about and how it 

makes them feel. The children have also been learning about ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon. This story is about an alien 

called Beegu who accidentally lands on planet Earth. The children have used a text map to help them retell this story and 

have used interesting adjectives to describe Beegu, her spaceship and planet. Khadijah told her class that she 

thought Beegu’s planet was rocky and ginormous!  

In Maths, the children have been learning about length. They have used the words ‘short, shorter, long and longer’ to     

compare the lengths of objects. They have also used cubes, paper clips and a ruler to measure the lengths of a variety of 

objects. The children have also learned to use a range of calculation strategies to help them to add and subtract. They have 

learned to count on in their head and use a number line to help them solve maths problems. Year One have worked        

especially hard to learn their number bonds to 10 and 20 too.   

In IPC, the children have been learning about important historical events. The children   

particularly enjoyed learning about the Gunpowder Plot and the Great Fire of London. Year 

One were surprised to learn about all the factors that contributed to the Great Fire of     

London spreading so rapidly through London. They have acted out the events 

from the Great Fire of London and have produced some amazing paintings showing the 

fire.   

The Year One team hope you all have a lovely and well-deserved rest during half 

term, and we look forward to see you all back after the Easter break. 

Reception 

It has been wonderful to welcome all the children back to Reception after learning remotely for so long. 

The Reception team are very proud of how the children have settled back in and how well they have 

been engaging with their work. 

In Phonics, we have revisited the Phase 2 sounds and Tricky Words and have been practising            

segmenting and blending. We have begun to learn Phase 3 sounds, and we will be continuing this next 

term. 

In English, we have read the story ‘Hansel and Gretel’ and retold it using puppets and masks. We have 

been describing the evil witch from the story and writing sentences about her. We 

have also made ‘Lost’ posters to find Hansel and Gretel by writing descriptive sentences. 

In Maths, we have been learning about addition and subtraction. We have been solving addition and 

subtraction word problems by using physical objects, pictures and by writing equations. We have also 

been trying to recognise, order and write numbers to 10. 

We have enjoyed celebrating Mother’s Day, Global Recycling Day and Easter by going on an Easter 

Egg Hunt. 

The Reception team hope you all have a well-deserved rest during the Easter break, and we look    

forward to seeing you all back after the holiday. 

Year 2 

The Year 2 team are very proud of the children and would like to say a big ‘well done’ to you all for    

settling back into school. The teachers have been especially pleased with the enthusiasm and hard work 

the children have shown since being back.  

In Maths, the children have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes.  The children have counted sides 

and vertices on a variety of 2D and 3D shapes. They have explored lines of    

symmetry, counted faces, edges and vertices on 3D shapes and have used 

shapes to make patterns. They have also created 2D and 3D shapes using straws and blue tac. 

In English, the children have learnt the story ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ by Giles Andreae. The children 

have thoroughly enjoyed imitating the text and learning actions to help them remember the story. 

The children have explored the story using puppets and have been using adjectives in their writing. 

The children have written their own versions of the story. It has been nice to see the children have 

remembered how to write fantastic sentences using the correct punctuation.  

In IPC, the children have explored different types of settlements, focussing on cities and villages. The 

children used their knowledge to draw their own city and village. They then looked at human and 

physical features around the world. The children drew a map of the school and labelled the human 

and physical features they could find. In Art, the children created a painting using water colours in 

the style of the artist Claude Monet. Children then looked at different futurist paintings and created 

their own futurist painting of transport. In PSHE, the children have been exploring different feelings and 

emotions and learning how they can best manage them.  

The Year 2 team hope you all have a lovely and well-deserved rest during half term! We look forward 

to welcoming you all back in the summer term.   
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