
 
 
 
We are very excited to announce that all children in Years 3-6 will be taking part in Accelerated 
Reader this year. 
 
What is Accelerated Reader? 
Accelerated Reader (AR) is a reading intervention which helps teachers to monitor children’s 
independent reading. AR aims to significantly increase reading progress and reading motivation. 
The intervention involves: 

 Half termly STAR assessments 
 Minimum of 20 minutes daily reading in school plus additional reading at home 
 Records kept by children 
 An online quiz after each completed book 
 Feedback for children and teachers 

 
What is a STAR Assessment? 
STAR Reading is a computer programme which is used to assess your child’s reading level.  The test 
consists of multiple choice questions which adapt according to your child’s previous answers.  
The STAR Assessment takes around 20 minutes to complete. Once the assessment has been 
completed, your child will be given a ZPD threshold which determines the level of book they will 
read. 
 
What type of books will my child read? 
Children using AR have a free choice of the books they read, rather than having one assigned to 
them. This makes reading much more enjoyable as your child can choose books that they are 
interested in. Your child might bring home a picture book, chapter book, information book or graphic 
novel. These will be challenging without being frustrating and will also be at a level at which your 
child can pass the quiz and experience success.  
 
What records will my child keep? 
In school your child will keep a record of the books they have read and the results of their AR 
quizzes. They will also have a reading record bookmark which they will use in school and at home. 
Your child will receive a new reading record bookmark for every AR book upon which they should 
record any reading that they do (date, time and number of pages read). Your child’s reading record 
bookmark will be monitored regularly in school. 
 
What happens when my child finishes their book? 
Once your child has finished reading their book, they will complete an online quiz in school. The quiz 
is specific to the book your child has read and will check their understanding. Once the quiz has been 
completed, your child will be given immediate feedback.  If your child scores less than 80%, they will 
complete a reflection sheet to help them score more highly next time. Your child will then choose 
another book from the Accelerated Reader library. 



What incentives are there? 
At Clifton we have two competitions to help motivate the children to read regularly and accurately:  

 100 Club- children who score 100% in their quiz will write their names on a raffle ticket and 
place it in the 100 club boxes (1 per building). Once every half term, raffle tickets will be 
picked out of the box during assembly and the winners will choose a prize.  

 Word Millionaire- children who become word millionaires will have their name and/or photo 
displayed on the Accelerated Reader displays. Children will also choose a prize from the AR 
prize box. 

 
How can I help my child at home: 

 Remind them to bring their AR book and reading record bookmark home from school every 
day 

 Encourage them to read at home for a minimum for 20 minutes every day 
 Explain any difficult vocabulary 
 Ask them questions about what they have read 
 Remind them to fill in their reading record bookmark after they have read 
 Encourage them to take care of their book and to take responsibility for their reading 

progress 
 
If you have any further questions about Accelerated Reader at Clifton, please speak to your child’s 
class teacher or arrange an appointment with Miss Hitchcock (Literacy Lead Practitioner). 
 
 
 


