
Art and Design at Clifton Primary  

Subject lead: Annette Waters 

 

Intent and rationale  

 At Clifton Primary, we intend to teach the children a skills-based curriculum, with 

individuality and creativeness flowing through everything they do. Art and design teaching 

at Clifton Primary instils an appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts, as well as 

stimulating imagination and creativity. We strive to provide a range of visual, tactile and 

sensory experiences, which enable the children to communicate what they see, think and feel 

through the use of the elements of colour, texture, form and pattern.  We promote careful 

observation and an appreciation of the world around us.  

 We want to engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and 

skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. At Clifton we 

want our children to become creative learners, who have a web of knowledge about the great 

artists of the world. Creativity and uniqueness will be celebrated and there will be an 

emphasis placed on individuality. We endeavour to enable children to begin to think 

critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design as they progress 

through school. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our 

history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. Children will 

produce creative work, explore their ideas and record their experiences, as well as becoming 

proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques. They 

will evaluate and analyse creative works of their own and of great artists and designers, using 

the language of art, craft and design. 
 

Implementation 

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in art and design, we implement a rich and 

full curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. Art and design is taught as 

part of a half-termly or termly IPC topic, focusing on the knowledge and skills stated in the 

National Curriculum. Each half term has a different art focus, such as textiles, printing, 

collage, painting, drawing, and 3D work, in addition to a great artist link. We ensure a wide 

variety of artists both past and present are studied. Separate drawing activities are outlined in 

the progression documents and these are recorded in individual sketch books.  

  A variety of teaching approaches are used based on the teacher’s judgement. Art and design 

provides excellent opportunities to enhance the learning of more able pupils through 

investigations, analysing sources and writing extended pieces. Children showing extensive 

aptitude in art and design will be selected for appropriate enrichment opportunities 

throughout the year. 

 At Clifton Primary, we provide a variety of opportunities for art and design learning inside 

and outside the classroom. We have a ‘Big Draw Day’ in October where the class teacher 

plans fun, engaging activities linked to a whole school theme for the children to complete. 

These also offer an opportunity for parents to engage with the school and join in with their 

children’s learning.  



 Educational visits are another opportunity for additional art learning outside the classroom. 

At Clifton, the children have many opportunities to experience art and design on educational 

visits. The children have explored local museums/art galleries and we also have an artist in 

residence, Andrew Timms. Andrew is based in the art studio, which provides hands-on 

experience working with a professional artist. Each pupil has the opportunity to work with 

Andrew at least once in the year on an art project which is linked to the key learning in their 

year group. 

 

 


