
Year 1 Curriculum overview 

Autumn 1 IPC topic: All Dressed Up 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this topic, the children 

will be looking at the way 

people dress. They will look at 

the clothes people wore in 

different time periods and 

compare it to what people wear 

now. They will find out what 

people wear in different 

countries and think about how 

the climate affects this.  They 

will ask and answer questions 

about old and new objects and 

they will be able to name and 

locate the continents of the 

world on a map. 

The children will think 

about symmetry and 

how we can create 

symmetrical patterns. 

They will look at and 

create tartan patterns. 

The children will 

experiment with line, 

tone, pattern, shape and 

colour and will discuss 

properties of fabrics and 

threads. 

Introduce BGfL / 

Launchpad 365  

 Logon to BGfL  

 Use the ‘Write’ software 

in JIT5 tool suite to add a 

simple sentence to a 

background.  

 Use ‘Paint’ to create a 

self-portrait. 

 Add text to the self-

portrait 

 Use ‘Mix’ software to 

create an ‘All About Me’ 

piece of work. 

Scarf for a teddy 

The children will research a 

variety of scarves to support them 

with their design ideas. They will 

describe what they like about the 

designs and which ideas they will 

use in their own design.  

The children will also think about 

who they could make a scarf for.  

The children will investigate 

joining fabric in a variety of ways 

to help them decide how to join 

their own scarf.  

Following this, they will evaluate 

their design. 

 Cultivating Inclusion, 

Identity and Belonging 

 Children think about 

when they were babies 

(photographs) 

 What do Muslims do 

when a baby is born? 

Being Thankful 

 Being polite 

 Christian Harvest 

 How Muslims say ‘thank 

you’ to Allah. 

 

Autumn 2 IPC topic: We Are What We Eat 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
In this topic, the children will 

locate the four countries in the 

UK and think about the 

traditional dishes from each. 

They will then look at fruits and 

vegetables which grow in 

different countries and locate the 

countries on a map. The children 

will compare traditional food 

from Italy with that from the 

UK. Finally, they will look at 

the food people ate during 

rationing in the UK. 

The children will go for an 

autumn walk on the school 

grounds and collect leaves. 

They will use the leaves to 

produce a leaf printing piece 

of art work.  

The children will also look at 

the food-related artwork of 

Andy Warhol and Guiseppe 

Arcimboldo. They will create 

work in the style of these 

artists using collage 

techniques as well as 

drawing.  

The children will be taught 

about the use of colour and 

contrast.  

Create and debug a 

simple program (pt 

1) 

 Children will 

debug an 

‘unplugged’ 

algorithm 

 Use a BeeBot to 

create and debug 

an algorithm 

 Create a simple 

algorithm using 

JIT5 ‘Turtle’ 

software. 

Pizza 

The children will learn about a 

variety of food enjoyed in Italy. 

They will learn that pizzas are an 

Italian dish but is enjoyed all 

over the world. The children will 

research a variety of pizzas 

available on the market and will 

taste a selection of these to help 

them decide which toppings they 

prefer. Following this, the 

children will design their own 

version of a healthy pizza that 

will make and enjoy. They will 

evaluate their pizza. 

 Being Modest and Listening 

to Others 

 Why we listen 

 What Islam teaches about 

listening (Suleman) 

 What Christianity teaches 

about listening (Jesus at the 

temple) 

Expressing Joy 

 Christmas story 

 Jesus in the Qur’an (The 

Story of Isa, son of 

Maryam). 



Spring 1 IPC topic: Animal Antics 

Geography/history/science Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this mainly science-based topic, the 

children will study the animal kingdom. They 

will look for similarities and differences 

between types of animals and how we can 

distinguish between species. They will be able 

to name particular species of fish, birds, 

mammals, amphibians and reptiles and will be 

able to sort animals according to whether they 

are omnivores, carnivores or herbivores. They 

will learn the names of the oceans of the world 

as well as recapping the names of the 

continents and compare two countries 

(England and Nepal) in terms of weather and 

animals that live there.  

The children will learn 

about the features and 

characteristics of different 

types of animals. They 

will use clay to make a 

model of an animal of 

their choice. 

Gather Data and 

Create Charts 

 Create a ‘Pictogram’ 

in the JIT5 software 

and add data 

 Create a pictogram 

in the ‘Chart’ JIT5 

software and add 

data 

 Children will display 

their work using the 

‘Mix’ software. 

 Hey You! 

- Children will listen to 

and appraise Hey 

You! and other hip-

hop songs 

- Games (warm-up 

games and flexible 

games)  

- Singing  

- Playing instruments  

- Improvisation  

- Perform and share. 

Being Fair and Just 

 Refugees 

 ‘The story of Quaswa’ 

(from The Life of the 

Prophet’) 

 ‘Story of Solomon 

and the Two Babies’ 

(Bible) 

Being Accountable and 

Living with Integrity 

 ‘The Story of Yunus’ 

(Jonah) from the 

Qur’an. 

 

Spring 2 IPC topic: Time Travellers 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this history-based topic, the children 

will be learning about their own personal 

history and how to order thing chronologically. 

They will investigate significant events in 

history and think about how they were reported 

(The Great Fire of London, The Gunpowder 

Plot). They will also look at local history, 

including the history of Clifton Primary 

School, and will be able to discuss some 

famous people from Birmingham and say why 

they are significant (Matthew Boulton, James 

Watt, William Murdoch). 

In art, the children will be 

focusing on drawing 

skills and techniques, 

particularly in using 

colour, pattern, texture, 

line, shape, form and 

space.   

They will use these skills 

to produce a fire work 

display based on ‘The 

Gunpowder Plot.’ 

 

Create and debug a 

simple program (pt 2) 

 Recap programming 

a BeeBot 

 Create a simple 

algorithm using JIT5 

‘Turtle’ software 

 Create a simple 

algorithm using 

‘Scratch Junior’ on 

an iPad 

 In the Groove 

- Children will listen 

to and appraise the 

song and other songs 

in different styles 

- Games (warm-up 

games and flexible 

games)  

- Singing  

- Playing instruments  

- Improvisation  

- Perform and share. 

Being Courageous and 

Confident 

 ‘The Story of Hamza’ 

from ‘The Life of the 

Prophet’ 

 ‘The Story of David 

and Goliath’ (Bible) 

Being Loyal and 

Steadfast 

 ‘The Story of Peter 

Denying Jesus’ (Bible) 

 What sort of a friend 

Jesus was 

 Recap the Easter story. 

 

  



Summer 1 IPC topic: Perfect Plants 

Geography/history/science Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this mainly science-based topic, 

the children will look at plants and how 

they live. They will be able to name 

some of the basic parts of a plant (leaf, 

stem, petal etc). They will identify 

different flowers as well as compare 

them to each other. The children will 

explore and identify types of trees and 

will germinate their own plants to grow 

in the classroom.  

 

The children will study 

the great artist ‘Claude 

Monet’. They will look 

in particular at his 

painting of waterlilies, 

before recreating his 

work of ‘The Japanese 

Footbridge’ using finger 

painting. They will also 

look at the work on 

poppies of ‘Georgia 

O’Keefe’. 

Create a Science based eBook 

(PLANTS) 

 Create a background on 

‘Paint’ 

 Add text  

 Continue to add pages using 

‘Paint’ and ‘Write’ software 

 Use ‘Animate’ to 

demonstrate a plant growing 

 Share through ‘Mix’ 

software. 

 Round and Round 

- Children will listen to 

and appraise the song 

and other songs in a 

Latin American style 

- Games (warm-up 

games and flexible 

games)  

- Singing  

- Playing instruments  

- Improvisation  

- Perform and share. 

Remembering Roots 

 Sikh festival of Baisakhi 

 Islamic month of fasting 

– Ramadan 

 Eid-ul-fitr and zakah 

(Islam) 

Being Hopeful and 

Visionary 

 Hajj (Islam) 

 ‘The Story of Abraham 

and Makkah’. 

 

Summer 2 IPC topic: Hooray…Let’s Go on Holiday! 

Geography/history Art & 

design 

Computing DT Music RE 

In this topic, the children will look at 

the places that people go on holiday 

and locate these places on a map as 

well as thinking about typical weather 

in these places. They will also keep a 

daily weather diary for two weeks. 

They will think about how people 

travel to their holiday destination and 

what activities they take part in while 

they are there. The children will find 

out about holidays in the past and how 

they have changed over the years. The 

children will focus in particular on 

Weston-Super-Mare as a holiday 

destination and will compare it to 

Birmingham.  The children will locate 

areas such as the equator, the north and 

south poles and the Arctic regions on 

maps/globes. 

Children will create 

a sculpture. They 

will use a variety of 

cups, bowls, 

buckets and sand to 

create a sand 

sculpture.  

 

Collect Photographs and 

Paint Pictures 

 Children will take 

photographs and add text 

using ‘Pictures’ and 

‘Write’ software 

 Children use JIT5 ‘Paint’ 

to create their own 

pictures 
 Children use ‘Mix’ to 

display their work. 

 Work based around 

‘Seasons’. 

 

 

Making a photo frame 

(holiday souvenir) 

The children will learn about 

different kinds of holidays 

people go on. They will look 

at a variety of souvenirs that 

people often bring back from 

their holidays. They will 

discuss what they like about 

these. The children will use 

the ideas gathered to help 

them design and make a 

photo frame. They will 

investigate a variety of ways 

to join material to help them 

select their preferred method 

of joining. Following this 

they will make and evaluate 

their designs. 

 Being Curious and Valuing 

Knowledge 

 Children to learn the 

names of the different holy 

book for each religion 

 ‘The story of the Lost 

Sheep’ (Bible) 

Being Open, Honest and 

Truthful 

 Distinguish between truth 

and lies 

 ‘The story of Joseph’s 

brothers’ (Bible) 

 ‘The Story of King 

Mahendra’s Successor’ 

(Hindu story). 

 


