
Year 3 Curriculum overview 

Autumn 1 IPC topic: Paintings, Pictures and Photographs 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 

During this art-based topic, the children will look at various 

great artists (Georges Seurat, Jean Shin, Bruce Gray and 

Antony Gormley). They will appraise their artwork and take 

on the role of ‘art critic’. The children will gather 

information from simple sources – they will use artwork to 

find out about people from the past. They will locate some 

works of art on a map according to the place they are 

depicting. The children will look at art history and how art 

has changed over the years. The children will look at 

different artists and compare the work of different artists 

including identifying techniques used by the different artists  

Artists include Jean Shin, Georges Seurat and Anthony 

Gormley. The children will create art works in the style of 

these artists. 

Write a Program – pt1 

 Using j2code ‘Visual’, 

children will create an 

animated ‘joke’.  

 Children will debug a 

program and 

manipulate a sprite. 

 They will create an 

algorithm. 

 Let Your Spirit Fly 

- An R&B song for 

children. 

- Listen and appraise the 

song and other songs. 

- Games (warm-up games 

and flexible games)  

- Singing  

- Playing instruments  

- Improvisation and 

composition   

- Perform and share. 

Sharing and Being Generous 

 The Rainbow Fish story 

 The Rich Fool (Christian 

story) 

 Duni Chand and the needle 

(Sikh story) 

 Zakah (Islam) 

Christian Harvest Festival. 

Caring for others, animals and 

the environment 

 How believers care for the 

world (Christians, Buddhists, 

Jains). 

 

Autumn 2 IPC topic: Gateways to the World 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 

This is a mainly geography-based 

topic, focusing on how we make 

connections around the world. The 

children will look at air travel and 

how it has made the whole world 

much more accessible. The children 

will name a number of countries in 

the northern hemisphere as well as 

capital cities within Europe. They 

will look at the reasons people have 

to travel by aeroplane, focusing on 

tourism. The children will plan 

airport maps and think about jobs 

that people have at an airport. 

The children will create 

their own airline logos.  

 

Printing – children create 

texture to print an airline 

logo  

 

Sketchbook: Children 

sketch an aeroplane with 

their designed logo on. 

Create a Simple Topic Based 

eBook 

 Children to create a 

PowerPoint presentation and 

save on Launchpad360. 

 Children to research using the 

internet and use this 

information in their 

presentation. 

 Children to use j2e5 to create a 

presentation using ‘digital 

paper’.  

 Chn use Purple Mash to create 

a travel brochure detailing 

places an airline can travel to. 

The children will 

research, design 

and make a toy for 

a child to keep 

them occupied on 

an aeroplane. They 

will use mechanical 

components such as 

cams. 

 Creating Unity and Harmony 

 Story of the Creation of the 

Prophet Adam 

 Islamic prayer 

 Introduction to the Baha’i 

faith. 

Participating and Willing to 

Lead 

 Christian family service 

 Christian Christmas worship. 



 

Spring 1 IPC topic: Chocolate and local history 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this extended topic, the children will 

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries where cacao beans 

are grown. They will look at how they are 

farmed and how this has affected communities 

that live close to these areas. The children will 

find out how chocolate is made, as well as its 

rich and varied history from being used as 

currency, to being widely available to people 

across the world. The children will research the 

origins of chocolate – the Aztecs. They will 

look at Aztec society and why cacao was so 

important to them. 

The children will create a 

collage of chocolate bar 

wrappers - either making 

a giant chocolate bar out 

of chocolate bar wrappers 

or filling in the word 

‘chocolate’ out of 

chocolate bar wrappers  

 

Sketchbook: Children 

design their own 

chocolate wrapper. 

 

Gather Opinions 

 Children will use the 

j2vote program to 

create a survey. 

 Children carry out the 

survey. 

 They use the results to 

draw conclusions. 

 Creating a poll for 

favourite chocolate  

 Three Little Birds 

- Reggae music 

- Listen to and 

appraise the song 

and other songs. 

- Games (warm-up 

games and flexible 

games)  

- Singing  

- Playing instruments  

- Improvisation and 

composition   

- Perform and share. 

Being Fair and Just 

 Looking at the life of a 

refugee 

 The Story of The Black 

Stone (The Ka’bah) 

 Sikh story of Bandi 

Chhor. 

Being Accountable and 

Living with Integrity 

 The challenge of Iblis 

(Satan) 

 Story of Adam and Eve 

from the Bible. 
 

Spring 2 IPC topic: Chocolate and local history 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
The children will look in particular at 

Cadbury’s and how they distribute their 

chocolate around the country as well as the 

world. The will look at the history of 

Bourneville and then compare it with Balsall 

Heath. The children will use maps to plan a 

journey from Balsall Heath to Bourneville. 

The children will research Fair Trade – what it 

is, why it is important and how we can support 

it. 

Paper weaving link to 

‘Into the Forest’ text for 

English. Children weave 

baskets to mirror the 

basket that the little girl 

carries.  

 

Sketchbook: Landscape 

of a forest – using darker 

shading for closer trees, 

lighter shading for trees 

further away. 

 

Produce Digital 

Artwork in the Style of 

a Famous Artist 

 Children use iPads to 

take photographs of 

fruit and vegetables in 

the style of Edward 

Weston. 

 Children crop, 

enhance and 

manipulate pictures. 

 Children create 

paintings in the style 

of Bruce Gray using 

Brushes Redux on 

iPads. 

The children will research, 

design and make a child’s t-

shirt to advertise Cadbury 

World.  

 

-The children will design to 

meet a set criterion 

-The children will choose a 

suitable material for the t-

shirt 

-The children will select 

appropriate tools and 

techniques. 

 

 Remembering Roots 

 Jewish festival of 

Pesach (Passover) 

Being Loyal and 

Steadfast 

 Jesus’ disciples 

 Howe Christians 

show their 

commitment through 

communion 

 The Last Supper. 

 

 



Summer 1 IPC topic: Scavengers and Settlers 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this history-based topic, the children 

will be looking in detail at the Stone Age. 

The children will be able to order the Stone 

Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age 

chronologically on a timeline. The children 

will find out about the main features of this 

time period including, what the people ate, 

how they hunted, where they lived, how they 

made things and what they looked like.  They 

will discover how cave paintings tell 

historians about the past. The children will 

look in detail at Skara Brae, which is the 

most complete preserved Neolithic 

settlement in Europe – located in Scotland.  

The children design their 

own natural paint brushes 

and/or natural paint. 

They also use their hands to 

create paintings in the style 

of cave paintings.  

 

Sketchbook: children 

sketch a picture of Stone 

Age settlement with 

perspective. 

 

Write a Program – pt2 

 Using j2code ‘Logo’, 

children learn how to 

use the commands and 

create geometric 

shapes. 

 Children will use the 

repeat function to 

create patterns and 

pictures.  

 Children will debug 

their algorithm. 

 

 The Dragon Song 

- A song about kindness, 

respect, friendship, 

acceptance and 

happiness.  

- Children will listen to 

and appraise this song 

and other 

traditional/folk songs. 

Games (warm-up games 

and flexible games)  

- Singing  

- Playing instruments  

- Improvisation and 

composition   

- Perform and share. 

Being Open, Honest 

and Truthful 

 Naboth’s Vineyard 

(Christian story) 

 Islamic story of visit 

to Utban 

 The Story of The 

King and his Three 

Children (Islam). 

Being Silent and 

Attentive to, and 

Cultivating a Sense 

for, the Sacred and 

Transcendent 

 Bible story of Elijah 

 Qur’an Story of 

Prophet Nuh (Noah). 
 

Summer 2 IPC topic: Treasure 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this history-based topic, the children 

will study the art of archaeology. They will 

think about how artefacts can be used to tell us 

about the past. The children will look at the 

Anglo-Saxons and the Staffordshire hoard. 

They will research the lives of Anglo-Saxons – 

how they progressed from the hunter-gatherers 

of the Stone Age. They will name at least two 

famous Anglo-Saxons (Alfred the Great and 

Aethelred the Unready) and know about the 

origins of some modern-day words which 

came from the Anglo-Saxons. The children 

will move on to the Vikings and how they 

overpowered the Anglo-Saxons. 

The children make 3D 

models of the 

Staffordshire hoard 

including coins out of 

clay, using incised and 

raised markings.  

 

Sketchbook: Children 

sketch a Viking/Anglo-

Saxon soldier in 

uniform/armour. 

Interrogate a Database 

 Children will research existing 

databases online and create a 

spreadsheet to show data.  

 Children compare family sizes 

with the Saxons using the 

local censuses.  
 Children will learn how to 

search and manipulate data in 

a spreadsheet and creates 

charts and graphs.  

The children will 

use electrical 

equipment to 

create a treasure 

chest, which 

sounds an alarm 

when the lid is 

opened.  

 Being Courageous 

and Confident  

 Sikh story of 

Baisakhi 

 The Year of the 

Elephant (Islam). 

Being Hopeful and 

Visionary  

 Martin Luther 

King  

 Moving on to a 

new year group. 

 


