
Year 4 Curriculum overview 

Autumn 1 IPC topic: Saving the World 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this extended topic, children 

will learn about the Rainforests of 

the world. They will locate them 

using atlases and maps and think 

about the climate. The children will 

research the natural products found 

in the rainforests and how farming 

of these products can have a 

detrimental effect on the 

environment. They will continue to 

research the rainforest, looking at 

the animals and plants that call it 

home. 

The children will 

create collage using a 

variety of materials 

and techniques to 

create their own 

rainforest in the 

classroom. 

Create a Fact File and 

Accompanying 

Soundscape 

 Plan ideas for a fact 

file. Search the internet 

for facts and images 

regarding rainforests. 

 Create a soundscape 

using GarageBand. 

 Import into fact file. 

 Mamma Mia 

- Listen to and appraise 

Abba songs. 

- Play instruments  

- Improvise 

- Compose 

- Perform and share 

 

Expressing Joy 

 Story of Rama & Sita 

(Hinduism) 

 Diwali in Hinduism 

Being Thankful 

 God’s role as provider in 

Christian belief 

 Exploring the concept of 

parents as gifts from Allah 

(Islam) 

 Christian Harvest Festival. 

 

Autumn 2 IPC topic: Saving the World 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
The children will go on to focus on 

deforestation and how the indigenous 

tribes have been affected by over-

farming. They will look at 

sustainability and how we can make 

our own lives eco-friendlier. 

The children will 

look at the works of 

Henri Roussau – 

particularly ‘Tiger in 

a Jungle’.  

They will use 

viewfinder to 

recreate a part of the 

painting. 

Making an Advert 

 Use iMovie to create 

an advert using 

video and music. 

 Children to make an 

advertisement to 

market their magnet 

game made in DT.  

To incorporate 

percussion pieces 

created in music 

lessons. 

Recovery 

Curriculum 2020 

Children to design 

and create a 

rainforest magnet 

game.   

 

 Being Reflective and Self-Critical 

 Buddhist story of Siddhartha 

(Buddha) 

 The Four Noble Truths in 

Buddhism 

 Meditation 

Being Curious and Valuing 

Knowledge 

 Prophecies in Christianity 

 Different religious scriptures. 

 

  



Spring 1 IPC topic: Temples, Tombs and Treasures 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
This topic is focused around the 

Ancient Egyptians. The children will 

study the River Nile and the effects it 

had on the development of Ancient 

Egyptian society and culture. The 

children will gain an understanding 

of Ancient Egyptian beliefs, 

including mummification and the 

afterlife. They will find out about 

Tutankhamun and when his tomb 

was discovered. They will also begin 

to understand the hierarchical system 

and the day-to-day lives of the 

Ancient Egyptians. 

The children will take part 

in printing activities where 

they will use printing 

techniques to make 

pictures of scarab beetles. 

They will look carefully at 

Ancient Egyptian tomb 

paintings and try to 

replicate some of these. 

Explain and Present 

 Use and then design 

spreadsheets in Excel 

and create simple 

formulae. 

 Children to create a 

spreadsheet of the 

frequency of 

characters across a 

range of 

hieroglyphics 

different the different 

texts.  

 Stop! 

- A song/rap about 

bullying 

- Listen to and appraise 

the song Stop! and other 

songs 

- Warm-up games 

(including vocal warm 

ups) and flexible games 

- Learn to sing/rap the 

song 

- Compose your own 

lyrics with the song  

- Perform and share the 

song. 

Being Modest and Listening to 

Others 

 How Christians define someone 

by their actions rather than how 

they look. 

 How Muslims perform Salah (5 

daily prayers) and listen to 

Allah. 

Cultivating Inclusion, Identity 

and Belonging 

 Sikhism and belonging -story of 

Baisakhi and the 5Ks 

 5 pillars of Islam. Story of 

Ibrahim (Abraham) and Hajj. 

 

Spring 2 IPC topic: The Active Planet 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this topic, the children will look 

at the geographical structure of the 

earth. They will name and locate some 

of the world’s most famous volcanoes. 

They will also be able to describe and 

understand the key aspects of 

earthquakes and volcanoes. The 

children will look in more depth at 

Pompeii and the eruption of Mount 

Vesuvius and find out what happened 

during this historical event. 

3D works and 

Sculpture. 

Children to look at 

colour and pattern in 

3D structures. 

Children to show an 

awareness of texture, 

shape and form in 3D. 

 

Make an audio book 

 Use Book Creator to 

create an audio 

book. This will 

comprise of words, 

pictures, as well as 

audio clips recorded 

by the children. 

 Using English text 

‘Heron and 

Humming Bird’, 

children to retell 

story.  

Design and 

create an 

‘earthquake 

proof’ building. 

 

Set the children 

a challenge to 

find out what is 

the best shape 

for an 

earthquake-

proof building.   

 Being Merciful and Forgiving 

 Christian story The 

Unforgiving Servant taken 

from the Bible. 

 Christian story of Joseph 

 Easter story. 

Being Regardful of Suffering 

 Modern-day slavery 

 Islamic Relief 

 Easter story (Stations of the 

Cross). 

 

  



Summer 1 IPC topic: Island Life 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this topic, looking at the many 

islands around the world, the children 

will name and locate all the main 

islands that surround the UK. They will 

identify position and significance of 

longitude, latitude, the hemispheres and 

the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 

They will learn about how islands are 

formed and how human activity has 

affected these islands, Bali in 

particular. The children will read maps 

at different scales and know how to use 

a compass.  

Children to create a 

sunset painting.   

Children explore the 

effect of adding water, 

glue, sand and sawdust 

to paint.  Create hues by 

adding black and white. 

Programming and 

Animation 

 Children to create 

animation using 

Scratch to illustrate 

the water cycle. 

 Children to debug 

programmes. 

 Lean on Me 

- Listen to and appraise 

the song Lean on Me and 

other gospel-based songs 

- Learn the song 

- Compose own lyrics 

- Perform and share. 

 

Living by Rules 

 Ten Commandments 

(Christianity/ Judaism) 

 Rules of Islam during prayer. 

Being Temperate, Exercising 

Self-Discipline and Cultivating 

Serene Contentment 

 Life story of John Newton/ 

Gandhi/ Yusuf Islam 

 How Allah influenced the life 

of the Prophet Yusuf (Joseph). 

 

Summer 2 IPC topic: Footprints from the Past  

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
This topic focuses on the process of 

discovering history. The children will 

study pre-history and look at the 

timeline of when dinosaurs were living. 

They will think carefully about how 

palaeontologists use fossils they have 

discovered to tell them about pre-

history. They will also find out where 

these fossils were found around the 

world. The children will find out what 

the Earth looked like millions of years 

ago. They will understand how fossils 

are formed. 

Textiles. 

Children to use a 

variety of colours to 

create a simple woven 

pattern on a card loom.   

Collecting and 

Analysing Data 

 Children to use, 

research and then 

create their own 

databases using 

J2E. 

 Children will sort 

through their 

databases to 

answer specific 

questions. 

 

Children to create a 

dinosaur data base.   

Design and create a 

dinosaur head that 

moves through the 

use of hydraulics 

(children to use 

syringes and tubes 

for the movement). 

 

 

 Being Imaginative and 

Explorative / Appreciating 

Beauty 

 How we are created uniquely 

 Various scientific theories of 

creation 

 Explore various religious 

theories of creation 

(Christianity, Islam, 

Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Chinese, Maori). 

 


