
Year 5 Curriculum overview 

Autumn 1 IPC topic: The Time Tunnel 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this topic, the children 

will study timelines, 

chronology, the life of Queen 

Victoria and the rise of the 

British Empire.  

They will also study life in 

Victorian times – schooling, 

working, housing, child labour, 

the industrial revolution, crime/ 

punishment and the abolition of 

slavery in the UK.  

The children will 

compare artwork from 

various time periods.  

They will also study the 

Victorian artist Ford 

Madox Brown. The 

children will use a 

viewfinder to look at the 

patterns of William 

Morris before going on 

to print in this style. The 

children will make 

printing blocks to press 

print. 

Persuasive Writing 

PowerPoint 

 Online safety 

 Design a PowerPoint 

presentation. 

 This is linked to the 

debate lessons in English. 

Children to design a 

PowerPoint to show how 

a speaker could persuade 

the audience for or 

against the house (ban 

school uniform). 

Making torches to 

assist a coal miner. 

 

Design and make 

torches using 

knowledge of 

simple circuits. 

 Caring for others, animals 

and the environment 

Marriage: 

 Islam 

 Christianity 

Sharing and Being Generous 

Charitable acts: 

 Sikhism (langar) 

 Islam (zakah). 

 

Autumn 2 IPC topic: The Great, the Bold and the Brave pt.1 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
In this mainly history-based 

topic, the children will study the 

Ancient Greeks – how they have 

impacted our lives today in 

terms of democracy, 

mathematics, philosophy and the 

Olympic Games. They will also 

study Ancient Greek day-to-day 

life and the Greek gods. They 

will take part in a debate about 

the war between Athens and 

Sparta and they will research 

Alexander the Great. 

The children will study 

various famous artists 

and their works – Paul 

Klee and Wassily 

Kandinskey. They will 

make mosaics and clay 

models of Greek pots. 

 

Sketchbook lesson – the 

children will explore 

colour mixing and 

blending techniques with 

coloured pencils and 

water soluble crayons. 

Analyse and Interpret Data 

using Excel  

 Create a spreadsheet 

using Excel 

 Create formulae 

 Format cells 

 Abstract information 

from a spreadsheet. 

 The children will 

research how much time 

their peers spend on 

using the iPad on 

Monday and Saturday. 

They then find total in 

minutes or hours.  

 Livin’ on a Prayer 

- How rock music 

developed from the 

Beatles onwards.  

- Analysing 

performance.  

- Listen to and appraise 

classic rock songs. 

- Play instruments, 

improvise and compose. 

Being Loyal and Steadfast 

 Christian story of the Good 

Samaritan  

 Islamic story of Prophet 

Ayub 

 Story of Iblis and Abu 

Hurayrah 

 

Being Hopeful and Visionary 

 Christian Advent 

 Islamic story of 

Hudaybiyyah. 

  



Spring 1 IPC topic: The Great, the Bold and the Brave pt.2 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
Whilst studying the Romans, the children will 

look at how they invaded Britain and what they 

left behind, e.g. roads, central heating, the 

calendar that we use today. They will also look 

at how the Romans became a powerful army, 

but how they were ultimately defeated by 

researching Julius Caesar, Claudius and 

Boudicca.  

The children will study 

of various famous 

artists and their works – 

Rene Magritte and 

Georges Braque. They 

will go on to create 

artwork using sgraffito. 

 
Sketchbook lesson – 

The children will make 

observational drawings 

of people and 

movement, based 

around a Roman 

gladiator.  

Making Games 

 create a simple 

game using Scratch 

 debug code. 

 Link to Romans- 

You are creating a 

game for a child 

that lives in the 

Roman times and 

has never played 

before.  

Make a salad for a 

Greek athlete 

competing in the 

Olympic Games. 

 

Alternative due to 

covid measures-  

 

Children to create the 

best footwear for a 

Roman athlete. Think 

about the materials 

used, the sole the 

upper etc. What will 

help them win?  

 Being Open, Honest 

and Truthful 

Looking at bible 

stories from: 

 The Qur’an 

 The Bible 

Being Silent and 

Attentive to, and 

Cultivating a Sense 

for, the Sacred and 

Transcendent 

 Prayer in all faiths 

 Use of meditation. 

 

Spring 2 IPC topic: Space Explorers 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
In this science-based topic, the children will be 

looking at the solar system and how the Earth 

fits into it. They will study each of the different 

planets and compare features such as, mass, 

orbit and rotation. They will study the moon 

and how it affects our lives on Earth as well as 

looking at the history of the moon landings. 

They will look at the lives of famous 

astronauts from many countries and cultures. 

The children will create a 

‘space’ picture using 

material. They will use 

tie-dye techniques and 

batik before using sewing 

techniques to create their 

picture.  

 

Sketchbook lesson – 

Children will begin to 

show an awareness of 

objects having a third 

dimension by drawing the 

solar system and focusing 

on how to make a sphere 

look spherical. 

Making Games 

 Design, write and 

debug programs that 

accomplish specific 

goals; 

  Effectively review a 

game, be able to 

debug errors 

 The children will be 

designing and 

debugging a space 

themed game for 

next year’s Y5 

children. 

 The Fresh Prince of 

Bel-Air 

- Historical context of 

80s hip-hop culture in 

general.  

- Listen and appraise 

some hip-hop tunes 

- Play instruments  

- Improvise 

- Compose 

- Perform and share 

Participating and 

Willing to Lead 

 Elizabeth Fry  

 Oscar Romero 

 Mother Teresa  
 Mahatma Gandhi  

 Malcolm X  

 Baha’u’llah 

Being Modest and 

Listening to Others 

 Easter story  

 Prophet Isa. 

 



Summer 1 IPC topic: What a Wonderful World 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
During this topic, the children will study the planet 

and its structure. They will study the different 

biomes/ climates that make up the Earth, as well as 

typical weather patterns. The children will study 

natural disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis, 

tornadoes and floods – how and why they occur and 

the impact they have on the lives of people who live 

near to them. They will learn about glaciers, the 

possible causes of climate change and its effects on 

our planet, as well as local and global 

environmental issues, different international aid 

groups and charities. 

The children will 

study the artist 

Katsushika Hokusai, 

in particular ‘The 

Great Wave’. 

They will also use 

collage techniques to 

create silhouettes. 

 

Sketchbook lesson – 

Children will use 

tone, line, pattern 

and texture to create 

pictures from 

photographs of 

natural disasters, e.g. 

tsunami, tornado, 

volcano. 

QR Code Treasure 

Hunt 

 Select, use and 

combine a variety of 

software (including 

internet services) on 

a range of digital 

devices.  

 The children will 

create a trail around 

school – each QR 

code will give a clue 

to where the next one 

is and should be 

plotted on a map. 

This is intended for 

their peers to use. 

 Dancing in the Street 

- The history of 

Motown and its 

importance in the 

development of popular 

music.  

- Listen and appraise 

different Motown 

songs 

- Play instruments  

- Improvise 

- Compose, perform 

and share 

Being Temperate, 

Exercising Self-

Discipline and 

Cultivating Serene 

Contentment 

 Christianity 

 Buddhism 

Being Accountable 

and Living with 

Integrity 

 Christianity – 

Jesus anointed by a 

sinful woman 

 Hinduism – the 

story of Krishna. 

 

Summer 2 IPC topic: Go with the Flow 

Geography/history Art & design Computing DT Music RE 
Throughout this topic, the children will 

learn about the journey of a river and the 

geography of some major British rivers. 

They will find out how the shape of a 

river is always changing and how it 

changes the land through which it flows. 

They will find out about the importance 

of the River Nile in every aspect of life 

in Ancient Egypt and compare this with 

the River Severn. They will also look at 

flooding and how this impacted the 

Indus Valley.  

The children will create woven 

patterns using branches and 

wool.  

They will study works of 

Vincent Van Gogh, particularly 

‘Starry Night Over the Rhône’. 

 

Sketchbook lesson – Children 

will begin to develop an 

awareness of composition scale 

and proportion by drawing a 

river scene showing foreground, 

middle ground and background. 

Making Video/ Animation 

The course of a river 

 Create a storyboard of 

images and a narration to 

accompany the images 

which will explain the 

course of a river from 

source to mouth. 

 Use video editing 

techniques to piece 

together individual 

scenes.  

 Online safety  

The children will 

research different 

types of bridges and 

how they are built, 

before designing and 

building their own 

structures. 

 Being Thankful 

 Islam – saying 

thank you to 

Allah 

 Christianity – 

giving thanks to 

God 

Being Imaginative 

and Explorative 

 Places of worship 

from all major 

faiths 

 99 names of 

Allah. 

 


