
Progression in key learning – Art and Design 

 Materials /Techniques 
 

Great 
artists/architects  

Vocabulary 

Nursery Painting- choosing colours and exploring the changes in colour and texture when 
mixed. Use brushes, combs and other objects to move and spread.  
 
Printing-explore finger-painting and dipping and dotting with cotton buds.  Move on 
to using sponge shapes.  
 
3D- using blocks to enclose and build. Join junk materials together using glue or 
tape.  
 
Collage- Place and arrange natural and found objects in different ways- transient 
art 
Explore and choose from a range of materials to stick on paper- foil, cellophane, 
feathers, sequins. 
 
Drawing- use lines and circles to represent an object or person. Use a range of 
mark making tools such as crayons, pens and pencils and draw on a large scale 
using gross motor movements.  
 

Matisse 
 
Andy Goldsworthy 
 
Kandinsky- line and shape 
 
Indigenous Australian art 
- colour, pattern and line 
 
Nadia Janjua – colour and 
form 

Colour names 

Reception Painting- mixing colours, choosing colours for a particular purpose. Use a range of 
different sized brushes.  
 
Printing- Press print with a variety of objects that create different textures. 

 
3D-Create models of houses, animals and other items using junk materials. Explore 
joining techniques using glue, tape, string, spilt pins and treasury tags.  
 
Collage-Use a variety of materials to represent different parts of a picture e.g. 
string for hair, shredded paper for grass.  
 
Drawing- Draw a self-portrait - include face shape, eyes, nose, mouth and hair.  
Children to use a variety of line styles such as zig zags, wavy lines, crosses etc.  

 
Frida Kahlo- 
 
Sally Smith- 
environmental artist 
 
Arlene Wandera (Kenyan 
heritage, piece of art- I've 
always wanted a 
dollhouse) 
 
 

 

Year 1 Painting: 
Children can make marks using thick paintbrushes, foam brushes and sponges.  
Children know that if they mix two colours together it makes another colour.  
 
Printing:  
Children can make prints using a range of found materials eg leaves, cotton reels, 
fruit and vegetables.   
 
3D work/Sculpture: 
Children can use everyday objects to create 3D models. (Junk modelling). 
Children can cut, roll and coil materials (play dough, clay). 
 
Textiles: 
Children can discuss the properties of different fabrics and threads.  

Guiseppe Arcimboldo  
 
Claude Monet  
 
Georgia O Keefe 
 
Children can describe 
what they can see and 
give an opinion about the 
work of an artist.  
 
Children can ask 
questions about a piece of 
art.  

Painting: 

Thick, thin, brush, stroke, 

splodge, dab. 

 

Printing: 

Press, hard, firm, still, 

stamping. 

 

3D work and Sculpture: 

Stick ,fix together, glue, 

cellotape, tall strong, join. 

 

Textiles: 



 

 
Collage: 
Children can cut, tear, scrunch a variety of materials to create texture.  
 
Drawing/Sketchbooks: 
Children can draw from memory, observation and imagination. 

Children focus on detail, e.g. in a face - nose, lips, in a house - doors windows etc. 

Children develop ability to experiment with line, tone, pattern, shape and colour, 

e.g. thick, thin, light, dark lines 

Experiment with a variety of drawing media (pencils, pastels, charcoals and 

chalks). 

 
 
 

Rough, smooth, soft, 

shiny, slippery, thick, thin.  

 

Collage:  

Cut, tear, stick, scrunch. 

 

Drawing: 

Line Thick , thin 
Straight and curved  
Light and dark 
Shape 
 

Year 2 Painting: 

Children can paint using different tools (thick/ thin brushes). 

Children need to know primary and secondary colours and can mix them. 

Children start to use colour to express mood and feelings. 

 

Printing: 

Children can make a repeated pattern using two colours.  

Children can make images through mono-printing. 

 

3D work and Sculpture: 

Children can use different methods of fixing. 

Children use manmade and natural objects.  

Children can create texture using additional materials.  

Children can make a clay pot.  

 

Textiles: 

Children can cut threads and make simple stitches on Binca. 

Children can weave using paper and then move onto simple weaving looms (e.g., 

crossed sticks and paper plates).  

 

Collage:  

Children learn to layer and overlap materials to develop texture.  

Children to use a mixture of materials (e.g., buttons, beads, leaves).  

 

Drawing: 

Develop line drawings varying the type of line, eg thick, thin, light, dark etc 
Investigate tone by drawing light and dark lines, patterns and shapes. 
Investigate textures and unusual surfaces. 
Draw using a viewfinder. 
 

 

JMW Turner 
 
August Renoir 
 
LS Lowry 
 
Joan Miro 
 
Pablo Picasso 
 
Children can talk about 
how artists have used 
colour, pattern and 
shape.  
 
I create a piece of work in 
response to the work of 
another artist.  

Painting: 

Primary, secondary, 

express, mood, mic, 

pattern. 

 

Printing: 

Repeated, overlapping, 

contrasting, mono-

printing, pressing, rolling, 

rubbing, stamping. 

 

3D work and Sculpture: 

Natural, manmade, 

texture, rigid, flexible.  

 

Textiles: 

Stitch, cut, thread, in, out.  

 

Collage:  

Overlap, overlay. 

 

Drawing: 

Line, texture, tone, 
pattern, colour, design, 
illustration. 

 



Year 3 Painting: 

Children can create shapes and patterns different tools (paint brushes and palette 

knives). 

Children can use colour to express mood. 

Children can create a background using a wash. 

Children know tertiary colours. 

 

Printing: 

Children create texture using wallpaper, string, polystyrene etc 

 

3D work and Sculpture: 

Children can create 2D images in a 3D piece 

Children can create clay tiles using incised and raised marks.  

 

Textiles: 

Children can stitch and cut threads and fabrics 

Children can weave using a simple card loom 

 

Collage:  

Children use a range of glues and adhesives and make decisions about what is best 

fit for purpose (e.g. glue gun, sticky tape, wallpaper paste). 

 

Drawing: 

Introduce tone using shading and graded shading and blending. 

Use a viewfinder to focus on small details and enlarge drawings. 

Experiment with different grades of pencil and other implements to create lines and 

marks, different forms and shapes and achieve variations in tone. 

Create textures with a wide range of drawing implements (e.g. pastels, oil pastels, 

charcoal). 

 

Georges Seurat 
 
Jean Shin 
 
Bruce Gray 
 
Antony Gormley 
 
 
Children can compare the 
work of different artists. 
 
Children can recognise 
art from different 
cultures/historical 
periods 
 
Children can identify 
techniques used by 
different artists. 

Painting: 

Primary, secondarylong, 

dabbing, thick, thin, 

smooth, rough, dry, wet, 

flat, short 

 

Printing: 

Decorate, raised, incised, 

stencil, block 

 

3D work and Sculpture:: 

Model, mould, join, coil, 

hollow, slab, stamp, form 

 

 

 

 

Textiles: 

Under, over, woven, 

stitch, fold, gather, beads, 

buttons 

 

Collage:  

Mobiles, pattern, colour, 

shape, texture, glue, join, 

layers 

 

Drawing: viewfinder, 

graded, shade, tone, 

blend, enlarge form, 

shape, texture.  

Year 4 Painting: 

Children explore the effect of adding water, glue, sand and sawdust to paint.  

Children create hues (tints and tones) by adding black and white.  

 

Printing: 

Children can print on a variety of materials using 2 or more colours. 

Children can use printing to represent the natural environment.  

Children can compare their patterns making with that of well-known artists. 

 

3D work and Sculpture: 

Children look at colour and pattern in 3D structures. 

Children show an awareness of texture, shape and form in 3D form. 

 

Textiles: 

Children can use a variety of colours to create a simple woven pattern on a card 

loom.  

Jackson Pollock 
 
Henri Rousseau 
 
Ancient Egyptian Tomb 
paintings 
 
Children can explain 
some of the features of art 
from historical periods. 
 
 

Painting: 

Secondary, thick, thin, 

stroke, brush, long, short, 

wet, dry 

 

Printing: 

Raised, incised, 

impressed, stencil, mask, 

transferring 

 

 

3D work and Sculpture: 

Papier mache, 

construction, net, mobile, 

structure, layers. 

 



Tie dye fabrics using one colour.  

 

Collage:  

Children experiment with materials and techniques to create different feelings and 

movement. 

Children respond to a stimulus (e.g. music, poetry, nature) to create a collage.  

Children join two thumb pots to create hollow 3D shapes.  

 

Drawing: 

Add details to drawings. E.g. shading and simple shadows, marks to create texture. 
Explore pattern with a viewfinder. 
Look at patterns and textures using dots, dashes and hatching. 
Apply simple use of pattern and texture in observational drawings using line, tone, 
pattern and texture. 

Textiles: weave, card, 

loom, pattern. Tie dye, 

fold, pleat, scrunch.  

 

Collage:  

Montage, stimulus, 

respond, feelings, mood.  

 

Drawing: shadow, light, 

viewfinder, dots, dashing, 

hatching, cross-hatching, 

pattern.  

 

Year 5 Painting: 

Children explore effect of using different types of tools and techniques (e.g. dots, 

scratches and splashes) 

Children use black and white to create depth and shape.  

 

Printing: 

Children can create relief printing blocks.  

Children can overlay up to 3 colours.  

 

3D work and Sculpture: 

Children explore 3D work from a variety of genres and cultures.  

Children sculpt simple animals and objects using clay (hollow).  

 

Textiles: 

Tie dye fabric using two colours.  

Children use simple batik techniques. 

Children to explore weaving using different objects as simple looms (e.g. wheel, 

branches). 

 

Collage:  

Select specific materials to create a certain effect.  

Use a variety of techniques (e.g. painting, printing, drawing). 

 

Drawing: 

Begin to show an awareness of objects having a third dimension. Eg draw simple 
shapes like cubes etc 
Use a viewfinder for group drawings and unusual perspectives.eg view from a 
window. 
Use tone, pattern, line, texture and composition and work from a variety of sources 
including observation, photographs and digital images. 
Observational drawings Eg group drawings, people and movement. 
Explore colour mixing and blending techniques with coloured pencils and water 
soluble crayons.   
Begin to develop an awareness of composition scale and proportion in their 
drawings eg foreground, middle ground and background. 

William Morris 

 

Ford Madox Brown 

 

Greek and Roman Pottery 

Decorations 

 

Vincent Van Gogh 

 

Georges Braque 

 

Wassily Kandinsky 

 

Paul Klee 

 

Rene Magritte 

 

Hokusai 

 

Children can research the 

work of an artist and use 

their work to replicate the 

style. 

 

Painting: 

Dark, light, vivd, bold, 

rich, warm, cool, 

foreground, background 

 

 

Printing: 

Printboard, stencil, wax 

resist, batik, tjanting, 

warp, weft, loom 

 

3D work and Sculpture:: 

Wire, bend, twist, loop, 

curl, wrap, coil, roll, 

drape 

 

Textiles: 

Tie and dye,  

 

Collage:  

Mosaic, pattern, texture, 

silhouette 

 

Drawing: 3D, perspective, 

composition, movement, 

scale, proportion, 

foreground, middle 

ground, background.  

 



 

Year 6 Painting: 

Children begin to use simple perspective in their paintings. 

Children explore the effect of light, colour, texture and tone on natural and 

manmade objects. 

 

Printing: 

Children can recreate a scene using a variety of printing techniques. 

Designs prints for a specific purpose.  

Children explore screen and transfer printing. 

 

3D work and Sculpture: 

Apply skills learnt to create a 3D sculpture.  

Children creat figures using drape moulding (clay).  

 

Textiles: 

Children use plaiting pinning stapling and stitching in a textile project.  

Children experiment by creating 3D soft sculptures (using a simple pattern, joining 

seems, decorating).  

Collage:  

Children use textiles to embellish their collage, (e.g., stitching, applique) 

Drawing: 

Develop close observation skills using a variety of viewfinders.eg variety of shapes 

and sizes. 

Be able to use different techniques for different purposes ie. Shading, hatching 

using a sketchbook. 

Begin to use simple perspective in their using a single focal point and horizon. 

 

 

Children can explain the 

style of their work and 

how it has been 

influenced by a famous 

artist. 

Painting: 

Perspective, depth, 

balance, abstract, 

impressionist, 

expressionist 

 

Printing: 

Screen printing, 

polystyrene indenting, 

relief process 

 

3D work and Sculpture:: 

3D, strength, rigid, 

support, posts, wire, tiles 

 

Textiles: 

Applique, embroidery, 

quilt, transfer,  

 

Collage:  embellish, 

applique.  

 

Drawing: pinpoint, 

perspective, focal point, 

horizon.  

 


