
Progression in key learning - Geography 
 Locational and place 

knowledge 
Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills and 

fieldwork 
Vocabulary 

Nursery Children know where they live. Children know some of the 
things that make them unique, 
and can talk about some of the 
similarities and differences in 
relation to friends or family. 
 
Children show care and 
concern for living things and 
the environment. 
 
Children can identify some of 
the features of the human and 
natural world around them. 
(Difference between human 
features (houses, shops) and 
physical features (forest, 
mountains)) 

Children comment and ask 
questions about aspects of 
their familiar world such as the 
place where they live or the 
natural world. 
 
Children can talk about some 
of the things they have 
observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and found 
objects.  
 
 
 

Home 
Place 
Plants 
Animals 
Natural 
Found  

Reception Children know the names of 
some places that they have 
visited. 
(Countries, cities, towns) 

Children know about 
similarities and differences 
between themselves and 
others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 
 
Children know about 
similarities and differences in 
relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. 

Children can explain why some 
things occur and talk about 
changes that they observe in 
the environment. 
(Physical changes (weather) or 
human environmental changes 
(new buildings)) 
 
 

Similarity 
Difference 
Family 
Community 
Tradition 
Environment 
Left 
Right 
Forwards 
Backwards 
Above 
Under 

Tunnel 
Roundabout 
Teacher 
School 
Police Officer 
Doctor 
Zebra Crossing 
Traffic Lights 
Bridge 
Map 
Street 
House 

Year 1 Children can name the four 

countries in the UK. 

 

Children can name the 

continents of the world. 

(Including Antarctica) 

Children can explain some of 

the things that are in hot and 

cold places. (Examples of hot 

places – Somalia – on the 

equator) 

 

Children can explain the 

clothes that they would wear in 

hot and cold places. 

Children can locate the four 

countries in the UK on a map.  

 

Children can locate the 

continents of the world on a 

map. 

(Including Antarctica) 

 

Beach 

Coast 

Ocean 

Village 

Town 
City 

Wind 
Snow 
Rain 
Hail 

Wet 
Dry 
Hot 
Cold 
Equator  
Summer 
Winter 
Autumn 
Spring 
Seasons 



 

Children can explain how the 

weather changes throughout 

the year and name the seasons. 

(Naming the seasons and the 

related weather conditions of 

these within the UK) 

 

Children can describe a place 

outside Europe using 

geographical words. (Must use 

home countries as inspiration) 

 

Children can explain how 

peoples’ lives are different in 

other locations. 

Children can keep a weather 

chart and answer questions 

about the weather. 

 

Children can locate the 
equator, North and South pole 
on an atlas and a globe. 

Fog  

Year 2 Children can name the world’s 
oceans. 
 
Children can name the capital 
cities of England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Children can explain a place 
outside of Europe using 
geographical words. 
(Use home countries as 
inspiration) 
 
Children can explain how 
people’s lives may be different 
in other locations 
(Food, religion, house, school) 
 
Children can explain the 
facilities that a village, town 
and city may need and give 
reasons 
 
Children can describe some of 
the features of an island 

Children can locate the world’s 
oceans on a map 
 
Children can explain what they 
like and do not like about a 
place that is different from the 
one that they live in 
 
Children can describe the key 
features of a place from a 
picture using key words 
 
Children can use directional 
vocabulary to explain where a 
location is. 
(Geographical location terms 
as well: northern/southern 
hemisphere, above/below the 
equator, compass directions) 
 
Children know that the four 
main directions on a compass 
are North, South, East and 
West 
 

Beach 
Cliff 
Coast 
Forest 
Hill 
Mountain 
Ocean 
Valley  
Near  
Far 
Left 
Right 

North 
East 
South 
West 
Location 
Route 
Aerial view 
Landscape 
Environment 
Soil 
Port 
 



**Children can say what they 
like and don’t like about the 
place that they live 

 Locational and place 

knowledge 

Human and physical 

geography 

Geographical skills and 

fieldwork 
Vocabulary 

Year 3 
 

Children can name a number 
of countries in the northern 
hemisphere.  
*Including Yemen, Somalia 
(use as an example of a 
country that lies on the 
Equator), Pakistan, 
Bangladesh 
(Link with ‘Gateways to the 
World’ topic: countries in 
North America, Europe, 
Russia) 
 
Children can name the capital 
city of at least six European 
countries. 
(‘Gateways to the World’ topic: 
common capital cities within 
Europe: Paris, Rome, Moscow) 
 
Children can find at least six 
cities in the UK on a map. 
(Link with ‘Chocolate’ topic 
and distribution of Cadbury’s 
around the UK: Liverpool, 
Manchester etc.) 

Children can carry out 
research to discover features 
of villages, towns and cities. 
 

Children can plan a journey 
from Balsall Heath to 
Bournville. 
 
Children can use an atlas by 
using the index to find places. 
 

settlement 
community 
landscape 
mountain 
vegetation 
soil 
erosion 
cliff 
ocean 
fieldwork 
sketch 
 

lake 
industry 
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weather 
equator 
latitude 
polar 
longitude 
tropical 
environment 

Year 4 Children can locate the Tropic 
of Cancer and Tropic of 
Capricorn.  
 
Children will know whether a 
country is located in the 
Southern or Northern 
hemisphere.  
 

Children can explain why 
people may be attracted to live 
in different settlements. 
 
Children can explain why 
people may choose to live in 
one place rather than another. 
 

Children can use an atlas by 
using the index to find places. 
 
Children can name and locate 
some of the main islands that 
surround the United Kingdom. 
(Isle of Wight, Isle of Man, 
Skye, Channel Islands) 
 

Tropic of 
Cancer 
Tropic of 
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Hemisphere 
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Children can locate and name 
some of the world’s most 
famous volcanoes.  
(Link to the ‘Active Planet’ 
topic: Vesuvius, Etna, St. 
Helens, Eyjafjallajökull (a bit of 
a fun one for the children) - link 
these with what country they 
are found.) 
 
Children can explain the 
difference between the British 
Isles, Great Britain and the 
United Kingdom.  

Children can describe and 
understand the key aspects of 
earthquakes. 
(‘Active Planet’ and ‘Island 
Life’: focus, epicentre, tectonic 
plates) 
 
Children can describe and 
understand the key aspects of 
volcanoes. 
(Composite, shield, crater, side 
vents, magma chamber) 
 

Plate 
Boundaries 
Crust 
Mantle 
Earthquake 
Lava 
Magma 
Magnitude  
Seismometer  
Richter Scale 
Natural 
disaster 
 

Import 
Export 
Hemisphere 
Grid reference 
Sustainable 
Satellite 
Weathering/erosion 
Urban/ rural 
 

Year 5 Children can name and locate 

the capital cities of 

neighbouring European 

countries. 

(‘What a Wonderful World’: 

Rome, Athens, Belgrade, 

Bucharest) 

 

Children can name and locate 

many of the world’s most 

famous rivers. 

(Amazon, Nile, Thames, 

Ganges, Mississippi, Yangtze, 

Danube)  

 

Children can name the largest 

desert in the world and locate 

desert regions in an atlas.  

(Antarctica, Arctic, Sahara, 

Gobi, Kalahari, Australian - 

and locate the countries in 

which these are found) 

Children can explain why most 

cities are situated by rivers. 

(Look specifically at the River 

Danube, which passes through 

many European capital cities 

and the varying communities 

and settlements found here – 

compare and contrast) 

 

Children can explain the course 

of a river. 

(River Cole: upper, middle and 

lower and the associated 

processes: transportation, 

erosion, deposition and at what 

stage these take place) 

 

I recognise the importance of 

ports and the role they play in 

distributing goods around the 

world. 

(Look at ports in contrasting 

regions, e.g. a UK port 

compared to a Brazilian Port – 

what different commodities 

would be imported/exported?)  

Children can use an atlas by 

using the index to find places. 

 

Children can use some basic 

Ordnance Survey map 

symbols. 

(Church, school, car park, 

telephone box, campsite) 

 

Children can collect and 

accurately measure 

information. 

(Weather data collection and 

linking this with previous 

learning of seasons and 

associated weather: rainfall, 

temperature) 

 

River Source 
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Belts 
Delta 
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Year 6 Children can name and locate 

many of the world’s most 

famous mountainous regions. 

(Himalayas, Kilimanjaro 

Region, Alps, Patagonia, 

Olympus, Iceland) 

 

Children can name and locate 

the capital cities of 

neighbouring European 

countries.  

(Paris, Madrid, Amsterdam, 

Berlin, Warsaw)  

Children describe how some 

places are similar and 

dissimilar in relation to their 

human and physical features. 

(Focus on holiday destinations 

e.g. Weston-Super-Mare 

compared to Alps. Human 

features: amenities, shops, 

hotels as well as physical 

features)   

 

Children can explain how time 

zones work and calculate time 

differences around the world. 

(Time zone difference between 

different holiday destinations. 

Calculate the difference from 

UK time) 

Children can use an atlas by 

using the index to find places. 

 

Children can use Ordnance 

Survey symbols and 6 figure 

grid references. 

(‘The Holiday Show’: Weston-

Super-Mare location 

attractions and physical 

features to a 6-figure grid 

reference) 

Migrate 
Sustainability 
Immigrant 
Population 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Ordnance 

Survey 
Distance 
Scale 
Grid 

Reference 
Symbols 
Urban 
Rural 
Land Use 
Congestion 
Pollution 
Tectonic 

Plates 

Time Zone 
Northern 
Hemisphere 
Southern 
Hemisphere 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Tropic of Cancer 
Equator 
Pollution 
Export 
Import 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Minutes (Location) 
Climate Zones 


