
 

Progression in key learning - History 

 British, local and world history 
Knowledge 

Enquiry Vocabulary 

Nursery  Children remember and talk 
about significant events in 
their own experience. 

Past, yesterday, long 
ago, before 
 

Reception  Children talk about past and 
present events in their own 
lives and in the lives of family 
members. 

Past, yesterday, long 
ago, before 

Year 1 Children can explain how they have 
changed since they were born.   
 
Children can give examples of how things 
were different when their parents and 
grandparents were children 
(recreational activities including 
holidays, clothes and food). 
 
Children can give examples about how 
life was different for people from 
different countries in the past (for 
example comparing what life was like in 
Pakistan 50 years ago to life in the UK). 
 
Children know key facts about significant 
events in the past (Great Fire of London, 
Gunpowder plot).  
 
Children can talk about someone famous 
who was born or lived in Birmingham 
(Matthew Boulton, James Watt, William 
Murdoch). 
 
Children know why there is a monument 
to a famous person in the city Centre 
(The Golden Boys).  

Children will ask their 
parents/grandparents 
questions.  
 
Children can ask and answer 
questions about old and new 
objects. E.g. When was it 
used? How is it 
different/similar to objects 
used today? Why was it 
invented? 
  

Before, after, past 

present, then now.  

 

Decade, century, long 

ago, yesterday.  

 

Similar, different.  

 

Change, because, 

reason, result, effect.  

 

Parliament, monarch.  

 

Famous, important. 

 

  

Year 2 Children can explain how some people 
have helped us have better lives (Rosa 
Parkes, Mary Seacole, Florence 
Nightingale, Malala Yousefzai).  
 
Children can compare aspects of life in 
different periods (Elizabeth II and Queen 
Victoria). 
 
Children know key facts about significant 
events in the past (first aeroplane flight).  
 

Children can research the life 
of a famous person using 
different sources.  
 
Children can answer questions 
using books and the internet 
e.g. When did [famous person] 
live? What were they famous 
for? What other events 
happened in their lives?  
 
Children can find things out 
about the past by talking to an 
older person.   
 
Children can explain what an 
object in the past might have 
been used for.  

Significant, 
contribution, national, 
international. 

 
Change, because, 
reason, result, effect.  
 
Parliament, monarch.  
 
Famous, important. 
 
Research, sources, 
object, artefacts.  

 



 British, local and world history 
Knowledge 

Enquiry Vocabulary 

Year 3 Children understand the differences 
between stone, bronze and iron ages. 
 
Children know what people learnt from 
stone age paintings. 
 
Children can describe a typical day for 
stone age men, women and children, 
including how they hunted and ate. 
 
Children can explain where Anglo-Saxons 
came from. 
Children can name at least two famous 
Anglo-Saxons (Alfred the Great and 
Aethelred the Unready?) 
 
Children know the link between Anglo-
Saxons and Christianity, and how they 
were converted from paganism. 
 
Children know that many Anglo-Saxons 
were farmers (beginnings of the feudal 
system -> progression from stone age 
hunter-gatherers). 
 
Children know that Anglo-Saxons gave us 
many of the words we use today (Old 
English). 
 
Children know that Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings were in conflict with one another 
and can explain why the Vikings 
overpowered the Anglo-Saxons. 
 
Children can place events of the Anglo-
Saxon and Viking ages on a timeline. 
 
Children understand how and why people 
emigrated to Birmingham and Balsall 
Heath. 
https://billdargue.jimdofree.com/glossary-
brief-histories/a-brief-history-of-
birmingham/the-20th-century/  

Children can use research 
skills to find answers to 
specific questions about local 
history (Local history walk and 
Bournville) e.g. What notable 
events have happened in 
Balsall Heath? How has the 
local area been shaped by 
people/events? How has 
Balsall Heath/Bournville 
changed through time? 
 
Children can explain how 
historic items and artefacts 
can be used to help build-up a 
picture of life in the past 
(Staffordshire hoard). 
 
Children can explain how the 
lives of the wealthy were 
different from the lives of poor 
people in Anglo-Saxon 
England (kings/lords and 
peasants; beginning of feudal 
system). 
 
Children can summarise and 
order the main periods studied 
(Stone -> Bronze -> Iron; 
Anglo-Saxon -> Viking). 

AD/BC, prehistory 
 
Stone/Bronze/Iron age 
 
Archaeology, artefact 
 
Hunter-Gatherer, 
agriculture 
 
Invasion, migration, 
conquest, settler 
 
King, peasant, lord, 
monarchy 
 
Pagans, Christianity, 
church, pope, saints, 
monastery, monks, 
missionary 

Year 4 Children understand the effects of the 
river Nile on the development of Ancient 
Egyptian society and culture. 
 
Children understand the hierarchical 
system of Ancient Egypt. 
 
Children know certain aspects of Ancient 
Egyptian beliefs, including mummification 
and the afterlife. 
 
Children know about the pharaoh 
Tutankhamun and the discovery of his 
tomb thousands of years later. 

Children can order key dates 
on a timeline (events of 
Ancient Egyptian dynasties). 
 
Children can use different 
sources to learn about the 
past (artefacts, buildings, 
hieroglyphics, etc.) 
 
Children can ask and answer 
simple questions about the 
past e.g. How did the lives of 
the Ancient Egyptians differ 
from ours? What did they 
believe? How do we know 
about the Ancient Egyptians? 

BC, ancient, prehistory 
 
Civilisation 
 
Bronze age, artefact, 
archaeology, 
discovery, museum 
 
Pyramid, monument, 
mummification, rituals, 
sarcophagus, 
gods/goddesses 
 
Pharaoh, slaves, 
kingdom, empire. 

https://billdargue.jimdofree.com/glossary-brief-histories/a-brief-history-of-birmingham/the-20th-century/
https://billdargue.jimdofree.com/glossary-brief-histories/a-brief-history-of-birmingham/the-20th-century/
https://billdargue.jimdofree.com/glossary-brief-histories/a-brief-history-of-birmingham/the-20th-century/


 

 
Children gain perspective on 
the breadth of ancient history 
(the Ancient Egyptian kingdom 
lasting for about 3,000 years). 



 

 
British, local and world history 

Knowledge 
Enquiry Vocabulary 

Year 5 Children know about the struggles 

between the Athenians and the Spartans. 

 

Children can explain about some of the 

things that the Greeks gave the world. 

(Olympic Games, democracy, 

maths/philosophy) 

 

Children know that the Greeks were 

responsible for the birth of the Olympics. 

 

Children know that the Greek Gods were 

an important part of Greek culture. 

 

Children can talk about things that the 

Romans did for Britain. (Roads, central 

heating, calendar) 

 

Children can explain why the Romans 

needed to build forts in Britain. 

 

Children understand that Rome was a 

very important place and many decisions 

were made there. 

 

Children understand that the Roman 

Empire was made up of places and 

people from a wide variety of areas (link 

to multi-ethnic Roman army) 

 

Children know about the lives of at least 

two famous Romans. (Julius Caesar, 

Hadrian) 

 

Children can draw a timeline with 

different historical periods showing key 

historical events or lives of historical 

people. (Queen Victoria, Victorian 

inventions, Ancient Greece, Roman rule, 

Anglo-Saxon/Viking invasions) 

 

Children can describe how crime and 

punishment has changed over a period of 

time. (Victorian corporate/capital 

punishment) 

 

Children know that Britain was invaded 

on more than one occasion. (Boudicca)  

 

Children know that the Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings were often in conflict. 

 

 

Children research what it was 

like for children in Victorian 

times and present their 

findings to an audience. 

 

Children can talk about the 

impact that The Victorians had 

on the world and that the world 

had on the Victorians 

 

Children can describe events 

from the past using dates 

when things happened. (Reign 

of Queen Victoria, Roman 

invasion and rule) 

 

Children can explain how 

events from the past have 

shaped our lives today. (Battle 

of Hastings) 

 

Children can summarise how 

Britain has had a major 

influence on the world. 

(Victorians) 

 

Children can explain how the 

lives of the wealthy differed 

from the lives of poorer 

people. (Victorians, Greeks, 

Romans) 

 

Children can research in order 

to find similarities and 

differences between two or 

more periods in history. 

 

Children can place features of 

historical events and people 

from past societies and 

periods in a chronological 

framework. 

 

Children can summarise main 

events from a period of history, 

explaining the order of events 

and what happened.  

Decade, generation, 

century, millennium, 

circa, A.D, B.C, C.E, 

B.C.E, chronology, 

primary evidence, 

secondary evidence. 

 

Aristocracy, invention, 

monarchy, execution, 

nation, parliament, 

emperor, empire. 

 

Democracy, Gods / 

Goddesses, myths and 

legends, significance, 

slave, artefact, 

change. 

 

Church, Christianity, 

invasion, peasant, 

rebellion, republic, 

revolt, settler. 



 

 
British, local and world history 

Knowledge 
Enquiry Vocabulary 

Year 6 Children can appreciate how their 

locality has been shaped by what has 

happened in the past. (Carlton Cinema 

bombing) 

 

Children can describe events from the 

past using dates when things happened. 

(WWII) 

 

Children can explain the impact of people 

from all over the British Empire 

participating in the war effort 

 

Children are aware that many of the early 

civilisations gave much to the world. 

 

 

 

Children can appreciate how 

the locality today has been 

shaped by what has happened 

in the past. (WWII bombing) 

 

Children can summarise how 

Britain may have learnt from 

other countries and 

civilisations. (Islamic empire) 

 

Children can use research 

skills to find answers to 

specific questions about our 

locality. (Carlton Cinema 

bombing) 

 

Children can research in order 

to find similarities and 

differences between two or 

more periods in history. 

 

Children can place features of 

historical events and people 

from past societies and 

periods in a chronological 

framework. 

Ancient civilisations, 

aristocracy, 

chronology, dark ages, 

discovery, myths and 

legends, peasant, 

significance. 


