
Year 4 fiction writing expected standard 
 

Context: We have been learning about techniques to create suspense. 

• Dramatic connectives 

• Let the threat get closer and closer 

• Empty words 

• Short, sharp sentences 

• Rhetorical questions 

• Show how the character is feeling through their actions 
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This piece of work, not only includes examples of the success criteria for writing suspense but 

also demonstrates that the child has a solid understanding of everything else they have been 

learning in year 4 writing. The child consistently spells year 3 / 4 words correctly, punctuates their 

work accurately and has written a range of narratives with coherent plots. They also confidently 

review their work in order to edit and improve it (as can be demonstrated by their purple pen 

edits).  



Year 4 fiction writing expected standard 
 

Context: We have been learning about the features of a recount: 

• Chronological order 

• Time connectives 

• New paragraph for a new time of the day 

• First person  

• Past tense 

• Describe feelings  

• Description of what happened  
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This piece of work, not only includes examples of the success criteria for writing a recount but 

also demonstrates that the child has a solid understanding of everything else they have been 

learning in year 4 writing. The child consistently spells year 3 / 4 words correctly, punctuates their 

work accurately and has organised their writing into paragraphs chronologically. They also 

confidently review their work in order to edit and improve it (as can be demonstrated by their 

purple pen edits).  

Always use 

standard English 

verb inflections 

accurately e.g. 

‘we were’ instead 

of ‘we was’ 
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